
Title: There is a Redeemer: The Real Love Story 

Passage: Ruth 4:1-22 

 

Introduction: 

Romans 15:4 

For whatever was written in former days [all of Scripture, including Old Testatment] was written for our 

instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

- Resource: Sinclair Ferguson  

- God can remake what has been spoiled by sin.  God makes His purpose to fruition. 

Romans 8:28 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according 

to his purpose. 

 

Characters in the Bible 
- Boaz: God-honoring 

- Ruth: God-dependent 

- Naomi: God-changed heart 

 

Passage: Ruth 4:1-22 

 

Context of passage: 
Ruth 3:18 

She replied, “Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will 

settle the matter today.” 

 

Overview: 4 Redeemers  

 

I. Redeemer: unnamed (v.1-6) 
Ruth 4:1-6 

Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat down there. And behold, the redeemer, of whom Boaz had spoken, 

came by. So Boaz said, “Turn aside, friend; sit down here.” And he turned aside and sat down. And he took ten 

men of the elders of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down. Then he said to the redeemer, 

“Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our relative 

Elimelech. So I thought I would tell you of it and say, Buy it in the presence of those sitting here and in the 

presence of the elders of my people.’ If you will redeem it, redeem it. But if you will not, tell me, that I may 

know, for there is no one besides you to redeem it, and I come after you.” And he said, “I will redeem it.”  

Then Boaz said, “The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the 

widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance.”  

Then the redeemer said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my own inheritance. Take my right of 

redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.” 

 

Kinsman-redeemer 

- The Law provided for the care for widows to honor the name/memory of the one who had died. 

 

Unnamed redeemer 

- looked at situation only as a business deal 

- any gain from the additional land would be taken up in support of an additional wife and any children.  The 

result would be diluting his remaining inheritance to his current children. 

- irony: in choosing the preserve his family name, he missed the opportunity to be part of the greatest family 

name of lasting re known. 

- application: do not take lightly small things but recognize all things God may make to magnify His name and 

advance HIs kingdom. 



 

II. Redeemer: Boaz (v.7-13) 
Ruth 4:7-10 

Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a 

transaction, the one drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was the manner of attesting in Israel. 

So when the redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself,” he drew off his sandal. Then Boaz said to the elders 

and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to 

Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and to Mahlon. Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, I have 

bought to be my wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not 

be cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of his native place. You are witnesses this day.” 

- Boaz's purpose in redemption: acted selflessly to do what is right before God and before Ruth.  He could not 

have seen the eventual outcome and effect of his decision. 

- Application: God works in ways we cannot see as we walk faithfully to Him. 

Matthew 6:33 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

 

Elder's blessings on Boaz 

Ruth 4:11-12 

Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, “We are witnesses. May the LORD make the 

woman, who is coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of Israel. May 

you act worthily in Ephrathah and be renowned in Bethlehem, and may your house be like the house of Perez, 

whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring that the Lord will give you by this young woman. 

- reference to Rachel and Leah 

- Ephrathah = ancient name of Bethlehem  

Micah 5:2 (prophecy of Messiah) 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, 

from ancient days. 

 

III. Redeemer: God (v.14-15)  
Ruth 4:14-15 

Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and 

may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for 

your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” 

 

Contrast: Naomi previously felt empty 

Ruth 1:20-21 

She said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. I went 

away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi, when the Lord has testified against 

me and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?” 

- Naomi did return home empty but God's sovereign purpose still brought redemption 

 

1 Corinthians 1:27-31 

But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things 

that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of him you are in Christ 

Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is 

written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Jeremiah 9:23-24 



Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let 

not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that 

I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, 

declares the Lord.” 

 

IV The Redeemer: Jesus (v.16-22) 
Ruth 4:16-22 

Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. And the women of the neighborhood 

gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, 

the father of David. Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron fathered Ram, Ram 

fathered Amminadab, Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz 

fathered Obed, Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. 

- David: to whom God extended his family lineage to the Messiah  

Matthew 1:17 

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to 

Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. 

Matthew 1:21 

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 

 

Jesus redemption of you 
1 Peter 1:18-19 

knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable 

things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

Hebrews 9:12 

[Jesus] he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means 

of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 

 

God sees every detail of your life who cares/redeems/rules 
- God's purpose for His people is to connect us to something greater than ourselves. 

- When we choose to obey and follow Him, our lives will always mean more than we think it does (everything 

is a beautiful mosaic that points to and advances the Gospel to a broken world). 

- God works sovereignly in every impossible situation and every detail for His purposes. 

- God always acts, always cares, always provides, always rules. 


